Given the crucial role of elevated blood pressure (BP) 
the progression of diabetic nephropathy, the study of the diurnal variation in BP in diabetes is a surprisingly late phenomenon. It (10) . In non-insulindependent diabetes mellitus patients with high night¬ time BP and autonomie neuropathy, the nocturnal level of atrial natriuretic peptide has been reported to be higher, and the level of plasma renin activity and aldosterone to be lower than in patients with a normal reduction of night-time BP (11) . This observation may be explained as a defence against volume expansion. The significance of volume expansion has recently been challenged in a study which found no association between extracellular volume and reduction of night¬ time BP in IDDM patients with nephropathy (12 
